A simple approach to the synthesis of highly functionalized pyrrole derivatives.
The reaction of dibenzoylacetylene and enaminocarbonyl compounds leads to 3-alkylidene-2,3-dihydro-1H-pyrrol-2-ol derivatives in nearly quantitative yields. The reaction of this heterocyclic system with alcohols in the presence of a catalytic amount of HCl produces highly functionalized pyrroles in good yields.